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designed according to his exact orders, and his roses were
his especial delight and care.41 But the fact that William
was accompanied by Admiral von Tirpitz, and that the
Austrian Foreign Minister, Berchtold, came to Konopischt
the day after the Emperor left, quickly caused some news-
papers at the time to suspect that this meeting had some
more serious occasion than merely the viewing, of roses.
A few weeks later, after the Archduke's assassination and
the mysterious events connected with his death and inter-
ment, the wildest rumors began to circulate about the
"pact" which had been plotted at Konopischt and which
had caused the World War. It is therefore worth while to
examine a little more closely into this meeting and the
rumors to which it gave rise.
According to the London Times correspondent, Mr. E.
Wickham Steed, who based his account upon an anonymous
informant "whose position and antecedents entitle his state-
ments to careful examination/' the German Emperor had
been deliberately courting the good-will of Franz Ferdinand
by attentions to his wife for political purposes, which found
their expression in the "Pact of Konopischt." Mr. Steed
would have us believe that "the Kaiser opened to the Arch-
duke Franz Ferdinand a magnificent horizon, and spread
out before him a grandiose plan which promised.presently
to place his sons, Maximilian and Ernest, at the head of
two vast realms in Eastern and Central Europe-" Russia
was to be provoked to a war for which Germany and Aus-
tria were ready; France was to be reduced to impotence
by a few vigorous strokes; and the abstention of England
was considered certain. The result of the war was to be
the transformation of Europe. The ancient kingdom of
Poland, with Lithuania and the Ukraine, was to be re-
constituted, stretching from the Baltic to the Black Sea.
This was to be the inheritance of Franz Ferdinand; after
41 Nikitsch-Boulles, pp. 188-197.